
A Bibliography of Agriculture, Planning, and Rural Development in Tunisia

The bibliography below encompasses the bulk of the work which has been done on Tunisian 
colonial-capitalism in the rural sector, colonial developmentalism and under-development, the 
national liberation movement, post-colonial rural planning, agronomic research, and rural 
political ecology. Partially under the French colonization and far more under the 
developmentalist post-colonial government, the rural-agricultural sectors were major arenas of 
interest. Both for reasons of social containment under colonialism and developmental 
modernization under the post-colonial Neo-Destour, Socialist Destourian Party, and the RCD, 
state institutions were deeply interested in what was going on in the rural sector. Sometimes this 
was so they could head off unrest. Sometimes they were interested to maximize raw physical 
production. Sometimes they were interested because they wished to maximize profits for private 
producers. And sometimes they wished to make the rural sector legible to make living conditions 
better there for the rural poor. All these various perspectives produced a plethora of research on 
the Tunisian rural world. 

Tunisian domestic government and para-statal research and research from international 
institutions dominated intellectual production through the early 1980s. At the same time, both the 
Tunisian university systems and Tunisian academics studying in the French academy produced 
ever-growing monographs concerning all aspects of the Tunisian rural world. Such research 
often sought simply to provide a map of the Tunisian countryside sufficiently detailed to guide 
developmental interventions. Later, especially in the late 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, research 
moved towards criticism of the state-planning models. In the 1990s and the 2000s, it moved to 
both much more formal modeling, increasing criticism of the withdrawal of state support for the 
rural sector, and critical analyses of the state small-scale rural development strategies.

This bibliography is not intended to be exhaustive. It does not include much of the “grey 
material” from the international institutions, nor does it include most of the government 
documents concerning agriculture and the environment. Finally, in an attempt to keep its length 
manageable, it excludes newspaper articles. 

The annotated selections from the longer bibliography below were selected using two criteria. 
The first was length. Because the number of high quality journal articles vastly exceeds the 
number of high-quality books and dissertations, it was useful at a first pass to cut down the 
quantity of texts to be annotated using the criteria of length. The second criteria was quality. The 
texts below are many of the foundational texts for understanding Tunisian colonial-capitalism, 
post-colonial planning, and rural political ecology.

Additional significant articles are noted with a * in the bibliography itself.



Key Texts:

Alouane, Youssef. Coopération et développement: L’expérience tunisienne à travers l’analyse des 
Attitudes et comportements des cadres et des coopérateurs. Verlag für Literatur und 
Zeitgeschehen, 1971.

This study discusses the cooperative experience through an analysis of those work participated in 
it on the local level, showing how top-down agricultural revolution encountered social friction 
amongst the cooperators.

Ashford, Douglas Elliott. National Development and Local Reform: Political Participation in 
Morocco, Tunisia, and Pakistan. Princeton University Press, 2015.

Ashford’s study discusses state formation and the politics of development in Tunisia in the 1950s 
and 1960s through a comparative analysis of the Tunisian planning period with those in Morocco 
and Pakistan.

Attia, Habib. “Les hautes steppes tunisiennes de la société pastorale à la société paysanne.” 
Dissertation, Université Paris Diderot - Paris 7, 1977.

Attia’s three-tome doctoral dissertation examines the texture of the transmission of the pastoral 
society in the high steppes from colonialism to post-colonial state-building, offering both 
ethnographic and archival evidence of these processes of agrarian change.

Bessis, A. Le Territoire des Ouled Sidi Ali ben Aoun: contribution à l’étude des problèmes humains 
dans la steppe tunisienne. Paris: Presses universitaires de France, 1956.

This study surveys transformations in the Tunisian steppes under colonialism, highlighting 
increasing class differentiation in the area.

Boudhiaf, Messaoud. “Stratégies de Développement Agricole En Tunisie Depuis l’indépendance.” 
Thèse de 3e Cycle en sciences économiques, Université Lyon II, 1979.

Boudhiaf’s dissertation is one of the first to survey post-colonial planning policies and also 
attempt to explicitly theorize the relationship between the large modern sector and the 
smallholder sector, in the process doing beyond dualism and offering a relational account of the 
countryside.

Decker-David, Paul-Henry. L’agriculture indigène en Tunisie: rapport général de la Commission 
d’Amélioration de l’Agriculture Indigène. Tunis: Saliba, 1913.

This report, widely referred to as the Decker-David report, discusses the situation of indigenous 
(Tunisian) agriculture in the period up until WWI.

Despois, Jean. La Tunisie orientale: Sahel et basse steppe. Presses Universitaires de France, 1955.



Despois’s study was the first to deal with the olive economy of the Sahel and the Steppe in the 
immediate post-war and late-colonial period, surveying irrigation technologies, land ownership, 
land tenure policies, and an array of other 

Dimassi, Hassine. “Accumulation Du Capital et Répartition Des Revenues.” Unpublished Doctoral 
Dissertation, University of Tunis, Tunisia, 1983.
Dimassi’s unpublished doctoral dissertation was one of the first attempts by a Tunisian social 
scientist to analyze the entire Tunisian social formation from a Marxist framework.

Dumont, René. Paysanneries aux abois: Ceylan, Tunisie, Sénégal. Paris: Éditions du Seuil, 1972.

Based on fieldwork carried out on the ground in Tunisia, Dumont analyzed post-colonial rural 
developmental strategies and offers a great deal of first-hand, well-digested information about 
the effects of those policies on the Tunisian countryside.

Duvignaud, Jean. Change at Shebika: Report from a North African Village. University of Texas Press, 
1977.

This book is the result of a many-years-long ethnography in the Tunisian village of Shebika, 
offering both an account of the moral economy of subsistence and semi-proletarianized 
production in Tunisia and the encounter of that village’s people with the development policies of 
the post-colonial state.

El-Amami, Sl. “Les Aménagements Hydrauliques Traditionnels En Tunisie.” Tunis: CRGR, 1984. 

El-Amami’s book encyclopedically surveys the indigenous water-harvesting systems of Tunisia, 
describing their functions and situating them in their ecology and geography.

El-Khamiri, Mohsen. “Al-Ḥaraka Al-Yūsifīyya: Majāluha w-Ḥudūduha, 1955-1961.” University of 
Manouba, 2004.

This unpublished dissertation analyzes the rural-based Fellaga/Youssefite movement, from its 
politics to its ideology and relationship with Salah Ben Youssef.

Fakhfakh, Mohamed. Sfax et sa région étude de géographie humaine et économique. Tunis: 
Université de Tunis, 1986.

Fakhfakh discusses the relationship of the city of Sfax to its olive-growing hinterland.

Fautras, Mathilde, “La Terre Entre Racines, Épargnes et Spéculations. Appropriations Foncières et 
Recompositions de l’espace Rural à Regueb (Tunisie).” PhD Thesis, Université Paris Ouest 
Nanterre La Défense (Paris 10), 2017.

Fautras offers an account of an area in Sidi Bouzid amidst the spread of neoliberalism and 
export-oriented irrigated agriculture.



Ferchiou, Sophie. Les Femmes Dans l’agriculture Tunisienne. Aix-en-Provence: Edisud, 1985.

Ferchiou shows the gendered dynamics of rural labor in the Tunisian central zones.

Fetini, Habib. “Recherche Sur Les Deux Modèles Coopératif et d’import-Substitution’ 1960-1970: 
Effets et Rôle Dans La Restructuration de l’économie Tunisienne Post-Coloniale.” University of 
Tunis, Al-Manar, 1981.

Fetini analyzes the interlocking effects of the Tunisian policies during the “socialist” 
developmental decade: both the industrialization policies and the cooperative project.

Gafsi, Salem. Green Revolution: The Tunisian Experience. Dissertation. University of Minnesota, 
1979.

Gafsi offers one of the first accounts of the uneven effects of the Green Revolution on Tunisian 
cereal cultivation.

Gagnon, Gabriel. Coopératives ou autogestion: Sénégal, Cuba, Tunisie. Presses de l’Université de 
Montréal, 1976.

Gagnon surveys the Tunisian cooperative experience in comparative perspective, on the basis of 
several original field studies carried out by his doctoral students.

Ghose, Ajit, Vali Jamal, and Samir Radwan. Tunisia: Rural Labour and Structural Transformation. 
Routledge, 2005.

Ghost et al survey transformations in Tunisian labor practices, consumption, and production in 
the agricultural sector, and their relationships with pricing policies and other government 
interventions.

Grissa, Abdessatar. Agricultural Policies and Employment; Case Study of Tunisia. Paris: Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development, Development Centre, 1973.

———. Politiques agricoles et emploi: étude de cas: la Tunisie. Paris: O C D E, 1973.

Grissa analyzes the effects of government policies in the 1960s and early 1970s in the rural 
sector, focusing on food aid and employment.

Hassaïnya, Jemaïel. Irrigation et Développement Agricole: L’expérience Tunisienne. Options 
Méditerranéennes, no 3. [Montpellier] : Tunis-Belvédère: Centre international de hautes études 
agronomiques méditerranéennes, Institut de Montpellier ; Institut national agronomique de 
Tunisie, 1991.

Hassaïnya offers a comprehensive account of the effects of irrigation on the Tunisian rural sector 
as well as a critical take on the types of irrigation technologies which the government chose.



Jouili, Mustapha. “Ajustement Structurel, Mondialisation et Agriculture Familiale en Tunisie.” 
Phdthesis, Université Montpelier1, 2008. https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-01172161/document.

Jouili uses an exhaustive database of price data to construct models of the effects of Tunisian 
structural adjustment policies on rural production and livelihoods.

Kassab, Ahmed. Études rurales en Tunisie. Université de Tunis, Faculté des lettres et sciences 
humaines de Tunis, 1980.

Kassab writes on a wide range of topics in rural studies, from pasturing to the fruit-and-vegetable 
sector to cereal production.

L’évolution de la vie rurale dans les régions de la Moyenne Medjerda et de Béja-Mateur. [Tunis: 
Université de Tunis], 1979

This study offers a historical analysis of transformations in the rural sector of Northeast Tunisia, 
the country’s traditional breadbasket, straddling the colonial and post-colonial period.

King, Stephen J. Liberalization against Democracy the Local Politics of Economic Reform in Tunisia. 
Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University Press, 2003.

King discusses how economic policies affected a small town in northern Tunisia, tracing their 
effects through local economic and social networks.

Lahmar, Mouldi. Du Mouton à l’olivier: Essai Sur Les Mutations de La Vie Rurale Maghrébine. Vol. 
12. Cérès éd, 1994.

Lahmar discusses how olive plantations transformed the herding economy/ecology in the Sfaxian 
hinterlands, enveloping it in monocrop production. He also analyzes post-colonial development 
policies in the region.

Makhlouf, Ezzedine. Structures Agraires et Modernisation de l’agriculture Dans Les Plaines Du Kef: 
Les Unités Coopératives de Production. 1. Centre d’études et de recherches économiques et 
sociales, 1968.

Makhlouf’s monograph is based on survey evidence of the cooperatives in Le Kef, one of the 
major centers of the cooperative effort. He details the economics of cooperatives, as well as the 
social frictions and tensions which erupted over the course of the cooperative effort.

Perennes, Jean Jacques. L’eau et les hommes au Maghreb: contribution à une politique de l’eau en 
Méditerranée. Paris: Karthala, 1993.

Perennes’s study treats Tunisia as part of a synthetic study on Maghrebi irrigation systems. He 
offers a comprehensive survey of Tunisian irrigation policies and infrastructure investments in 
the irrigation sector from Independence until the late 1980s.

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-01172161/document


Poncet, Jean. La colonisation et l’agriculture européennes en Tunisie depuis 1881: étude de 
géographie historique et économique. Paris: Mouton, 1962.

———. Paysages et problèmes ruraux en Tunisie. [Paris]: Presses universitaires de France, 1962.

Poncet’s two studies, derived from his doctoral dissertation, encyclopedically analyze and empirically 
detail colonial-capitalist farming and land alienation, colonial agricultural policy, and the 
agrarian structures in Tunisia in the aftermath of decolonization.

Rouissi, Moncer. “Une Oasis Du Sud Tunisien: Le Jarid, Essai d’histoire Sociale.” Dissertation, 
Université de Paris, E.P.H.E, 1973.

Rouissi’s study offers an analysis of an oasis in the South, ranging from its deep history and links 
to the caravan trade, to the experience of the oasis dwellers amidst the experiment with 
collectivization with ended in 1969.

Sebag, Paul. La Tunisie: essai de monographie. Éditions Sociales, 1951.

Sebag’s short monograph provides a reliable account of the basic structures of social power in 
late colonial Tunisia. He offers an analysis of ownership patterns of land, especially those 
portions owned by the French societies and French settlers.

Séthom, Hafedh. L’Agriculture de La Presq’ile Du Cap Bon (Tunisie): Structures Sociales et 
Economie Rurale. L’Universite de Tunis, 1977 and Les fellahs de la presqu’île du Cap Bon 
(Tunisie): étude de géographie sociale régionale. [Tunis]: Université de Tunis, 1977.

Sethom’s twinned studies offer a dizzyingly detailed and complete overview of production and 
social structures in the Cap Bon peninsula on the basis of detailed field surveys carried out 
during the 1960s and 1970s.

———. Pouvoir urbain et paysannerie en Tunisie: qui sème le vent récolte la tempête. Cérès 

Sethom’s synthetic study traces dynamics between the urban power in Tunisian and the rural 
world, especially the world of the small farmers. He discusses mechanisms of extraction and the 
history of accumulation and development in Tunisia to depict a society based on sending a rural 
surplus to the cities.

Tīmūmī, al-Hādī. (1932-1955) نقابات الأعراف التونسیین. Dār Muḥammad ʻAlī al-Ḥāmī, 1983.

Timoumi’s study offers one of the few close accounts of the organized social groups of colonial 
Tunisia, survey the interactions and conflicts of the unions, especially the rural unions, in the 
period from 1932-1955.

Tourniéroux, J. A. L’oléiculture en Tunisie. Tunis: Imprimerie centrale, 1929.



Tournieroux’s study surveys the olive economy of Tunisia in the late 1800s and early 1900s. He 
uses price data and production cost data to draft more or less complete picture of both small 
Tunisian peasant production, colonial-capitalist olive production, and their patterned interaction 
with the world market as well as colonial agriculture policy.

Valensi, Lucette. Fellahs tunisiens: l’économie rurale et la vie des campagnes aux 18e et 19e siècles. 
Paris: Mouton, 1977.

Valensi’s monograph – also available in English – examines transformations in the Tunisian 
countryside and amongst the Tunisian countryside using a phenomenological approach, and 
using both price series data and accounts of production to analyze the world of the Tunisian 
peasantry during this period. 

Zghal, Alexander. Modernisation de l’agriculture et populations seminomades. Mouton & Company, 
1968.

This study examines the encounter between the Tunisian government’s modernist conceptions of 
change and the traditions of the Tunisian peasantry, through mapping development efforts across 
the Center and to some extent in the South of the country.
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